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- They that forſake the law / 8041 bei hs . 
35 ee 5 bat ſuch as keep the law contend with them,-=-- 
* or as a roaring Lien and a ravening Bear, ſo is à wicked 
: 7 Kauer over the poor people. yea, the Foal, . Frines i 15 e a 
BY © great oppreſſor. Prov. 28. 4, 15, 16. 
Te, Hall be brought before Governors and Gras! * +2 
ching the truth] for a teſtimony [ witneſs} againſt them 2 1e. 
againſt their wicked laws and practices.] and be not afraid 
” of them that kill the-hody, and after that can do nd more a= 
ut go ye into all the world, and preach the g 22 [ the truth, 
Aawof righteouſneſs and peace] 40% EER CREATURE: 
* For without { IN holineſs % Tjuftice, mercy, humility 
elf denial, love, Sc.] NO MAN. hall fee the Lord. Matt. 
0. 18. Mark 13. 9. and 16. 15. Luke 12. 4. Heb, 12. 14. 
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Hes N WES it alerted bas fa 89 cake mf 
1 a great profeſſion of religion, both preachers an! 
5 - hearers, that a' private chriſtian has no buſineſs with Politics; — 
think it my duty thus publicly to contribute my mite 
towards the better information of ſome, who. I belie- 
thus oppoſe the truth ignorantiy; as well as to confute = 
others who ſpeak thus either through ear or G £ 
And firſt, what is Politics 91 e the theory, er - 

art, and practice of government. "> 
Tow with reſpect to the theory, or - ſcience, . the Lata = 
book or law which contains the rule of conduct for a 
Private chriſtian contains that alſo for a King, or Senatgrz = 
and with reſpect to practice the Bible alſo holds out t | 
rewards and puniſhments ,of the great, as. well as the 
TW ſo that it is. impomble for a man faithfully to 
Kearch the Seriptures, but he muſt ſee .the du 
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Again, All things whatſoever ye would that men 
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Matt. 25. :34---46. I ſay theſe, and multitudes of 


3 
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fornicators; nor idolaters, nor adulterers, not £fminite, 


&c. &c. have any inheritance in the kingdom of Chriſt, 


and of God.“ 1'Cor. 6. 9. Gal. 5. 21. Eph. 5. 5. 


Thould do to you, do ye even ſo to them.“ Matt. 7. 12. 


Agan, Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf.” 
Matt. 19. 19. f 


And, Come ye bleſſed,---or, depart ye curſed, &. 


fimilar paſſages throughout the Scriptures, belong e- 
qually to the King and tne Subject. 2 
Now ſuppoſe a King or Senate ſhould, in order to 


raiſe a revenue, or to gratify their pride and pleaſure, 
or partly for all theſe purpoſes, countenance, ſuffer, or 
connive at whoredom, gaming, playhouſes, lotteries, 


drunkenneſs, horſe - racing, cock fighting, hunting, 


_ eleCtioneering,.exceſive:expences'in obtaining neceſſary 
. juſtice by law, &c. &c. may not theſe things when 
JanEtioned by government be very properly called 
Politics? and when you warn your hearers againſt 


whoredom, cards, plays, lotteries, or ruinous courts of 


law, &c. do not you meddle with politics, and charge 
the higher ; owers with ſin or fol 
Again, ſuppoſe a wicked King (and God knows there 

have been MANY ſuch) ſhould command one part of 


his ſubjects called Catholics, to murder another part of 


his ſubjects called Hugonots ; becauſe they could not 


believe that a wicked man was holy ;---or ſuppoſe a 
Queen and parliament ſhould command one man to burn 
another to death, becauſe he cou'd not believe, and 
therefore wou'd not ſay, that flour and watcr was fleſh 
and blood ;---I ſay, if theſe things were now occurring. 


do you think it would be the duty of French ot Erigliſh- 


men to obey ſuch orders (as the ſubjects of Louis the 


14th, and Mary did) becauſe they came from govern- 


ment, and therefore might properly be called politics ? 


No, I have no doubt but you will readily fay, that it 


Was che duty of every chriſtian to refuſe obedience to 
ſuchl orders; and further, to deliver his own ſoul, by 


publicly teſtifying againſt them, and thereby endea- 
= Youring to fave both the oppreſſor and the oppreſſed. 
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Well then, you acknowledge that in ſome caſes it ma 


be the duty of private chriſtians to talk about polit 


tliat is, about the plans and practices of government; 


and you ſhudder with horror at the thoughts of the 


hundreds who were then murdered in England, and the 


thouſands aftetwards in France.----But now, to come 


home with the argument, if I believe mens lives, liber- 


a 


ties, and properties to be as valuable at this time as they 


were then, and that the Allies can give no. better reaſons 


for the preſent TEN-FOLD carnage and devaſtation than 


Louis and Mary did then,---I fay, if Jam fully perſuaded 


of this, and find myſelf compell'd to be a ſupporter of 


the butchery ; is it not a duty which I owe both to God 


and man to remonſtrate againſt it now, as the French 


and Engliſh martyrs did formerly? 


Further, if I ſuppoſe that a righteous, Almighty Judge 
fees and governs the earth, even the greateſt as well as. 
the minuteſt tranſactions in it, [no matter whether per- 


ſonally, or by agency] and I fee a government over me, 


like that which exiſted at the memorable. plague and 


fire of London ;---on the one hand, drowned- in pride, 


pleaſure, covetouſneſs, and idolatry ; and on: the other 


hand quenching the ſpirit. of reproof, by the iron rod of 
. oppreſhon,---if I believe, abcording to. the tenor of the 
P 


Scriptures, that wars, debts, plagues, famine, fire, eartli- 


quakes, ſtorms, murmurings, inſurrections, &c, are the 


inftruments or ſcourges of God's juſtice, can I hone/l!y 
hold my peace at fuch a time? - | 


and Methodiſts in general are now, I have no doubt but 


= 


If Moſes and the Prophets in the old. Teſtament, and | 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles in the New, “ had been as com- 
plaiſant to the powers of their days, as the Diſſenters 


the Kings and Rulers, even from Pharaoh to Herod, or 


ſtill further even to Domitian, wou'd have been as civil 


fo them. (except perhaps a particular monſter or. bevy as: 


our government is to the Engliſh Phariſees of the preſent _ 


day.---and if a rene wal of the ſpirit and conduct o 
George Fox and his brethren was again to take places. 


— — e PET IRE oe 
But they were griev'd at, and continually remonſttated ä 
againſt the exceſſive rents, duties, taxes, hardſhips, ang 
cruelties, which the rich laid upon the poor, in order to ſuppt 


> 


| their pride, luxury, covetouſneſs, &c. 5 


among the Quakers, with a willingneſs to advance into“ 


in this caſe I am .perſuaded they would quickly find th 
buſineſs of fines and imprifonments, &c. going forward, 


as in the times of Cromwell and Charles the IId. for 
pride, covetouſneſs, ſuperſtition, pleaſure, luxury, and 


oppreſſion would no more brook the true ſpirit of Jeſus. 
Chriſt at this time, than in the days of Henry, Mary, 
Cromwell, or Charles. May the good God ſpeedily 
ſend among us fuch a meaſure of the truth as it is in 
Jeſus, as ſhall turn the preſent Laodicean ſtate of things 
upſide-down, both in rulers and Subjects! * 


Suppoſe the ancient Greeks and Romans paid reſpect, 
reverence, or love to the pictures or ſtatues of ſome _ 
great or good men, as the Roman Catholics do now, or 
if eyen to a Mars, a Bacchus, a Venus, a Pſyche, or ax 
- PTutus,---will not the oppreſſion, drunkenneſs, whore- 

dom, pleaſures, or covetouſnefs of an Engliſh Chriftias 
"(fo called) even tho' he were a King or a Prince, as 


the whole council of Ged, and to rectify any errors or 
imperfections in their, preſent doctrine or practice; I ſay, - 
d 2 


certainly damn him, as the idolatry of ancient or modern 


Rome did, or does damn, them ?---and therefore is it not 
the duty of Britiſh preachers now;to teſtify againſt the 
deſtroying fins, inſtituted or connived at by an Engliſh 
King and Parliament, as it was the duty and ſh g 5 
. the idolatries 


of tlie primitive eee, NY th 
inſtituted by the Emperors and Senate of Rome, even 


though death or baniſhment, &c. ſhould be the conſe- 


— 


quence now as it often was formerly? 


The Briton who wilfully or delideracely drinks e 
exceſs, as truly ſacrifices to Bacchus; the whoremaſter 
and man of pleaſure, to Venus and Pſyche; the covetous. 


-- 


man, to Plutus ; and the ne of unneceſſary war, to 


Mars; as ever theſe devils in human ſhape were ſacri- 


ficed to by the old Greeks, or Romans: and yet, ſtrange 


and horrible ! our modern idolaters are called chriſtians; 


yea, moſt religious and gracious / while many leſs hlame- 


Sable, and more worthy ancient idolaters and philoſophers: , 


® Bur certainly, the reformation of the fi, is moſt impor- 


tant; for whether the King goes to St. Paul's, or the opera- 
hodofe, the people will be with him, even at the expence of 


their pockets, or the rilk of their lives! 


+ 
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; 5 are, under the name of pagans, conſighed by the cg 1 
1 pfeachers to everlaſting torments !---but I believe that 
* many of the latter, tho) called heathens, will be ac 
. counted worthy. of immortality, when the names: of. 5 
5 many great nominal chriſtians, will be found written 
| only. in the ſand, and the memory of them periſh fort 


ever.---- The: Lord is a God of judgment; by Him: 
oe WS WOE ©; FE - 5 nnd % Bp | . TIT 5 7 
ACTIONS are weighed, and mere proſeſſions abhorred. 


b The grand hinge upon which all: the books of the 

1 Old and New Teſtaments turn, is, DO GOOD,---: 

according to your ability, whether it extend to ſupply” 

the wants of vour fellow-creatures for the body, or mind, 

or both: and tho" God doth not: always immediately 

give ſuch ſucceſs. t-o. the endeavours ef his: ſervants, as- 

they wiſh. and hope; yet however, I do not recollect 

; any inſtance from Moſes even to the preſent time, of: 

8 great," general good taking place, without the inftru-- 

| mentality of ſome zealous, faithful labourer. When; 

many run to. and. fro, then it. is that: knowledge is in 

creaſed. | | ä 

With ͤreſpect to the prophets: and preachers of the 

Old Teſtament; their. interference in polities, that is, 

; in the conduct of Kings and Rulers, is ſo often repeated, 

| that I:ſuppoſe no man of- common ſenfe and commons 

honeſty will deny it: but it ſeems to be the notion of; 

many religious profeſſors in this day, that: the MORAL. 

or righteous practice of inſtructing, warning, reproving.. 

rebuking, or denouncing» Kings, Princes, Senators, 

and Judges was aboliſhed: by. Chriſt along with the. 

Mofaic law of rites and ceremonies, ſ{uch.as circum 
ciſion, waſhing, eating, touching, .&cs. | 

Now as to Chriſt. him/e/f, . we. ſhou'd 'remember=that 

he was ſent more elpecially to the Jeb nation. and is 

there fore call'd a miniſter of the circumciſion ; "fo. that 

it ſeems rather out of his province to meddle. with the. 

Roman government: but with reſpeck to the- Je 

rulers, I don't know that any of the old t-ſtament pro- 

phets were more ſevere than he was. Jeremiah ſeems.” 
do rank one of the Kings of Judah with an , or. at 


ey 
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2. Fos, which in my opinion is a much more hateful, 


rchbiſhop and Biſhops, or Spiritual 
Lords.---and as Elijah, Ifaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel; &c. 
ſet their main artillery againſt the polluted prieſts, talſe. 

prophets, and hireling preachers-of them days (as pro- 
feſling more knowledge and holineſs, and flattering 
wicked kings) ſo did Chriſt againſt the pride, covetouſ- 
neſs, ſuperſtition, and 9 of the Hierarchy, or 
eſtabliſhed church-government of his time. -The terms 
ſerpents, vipers, hypocrites, blind guides, whited walls, 

painted ſepulchres, children of murderers, devourers of 

+ the poor, &c. appear to me as plain, clear, full, and 
unequivocal as any of the epithets, charges, or de- 
nunciations of the former prophets. 
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Again, with reſpect to the preaching and writings of 
the Apoſtles after the day of Pentecoſt, we ſee their | 
plain-dealing at Feruſalem, recorded Acts 2. 23. and 3. - 
14, 15. and 4. 27. and 7. 51, 52.— and after their 
diſperſion they went through al/ countries teaching, ex- 
horting, and warning the people every where to forſake 
the national religions by law eſtabliſhed; as Acts 14. 15. 
and 17. 6, 7, 16---31. and 19. 26, 27. &c. No Church 
aud State were as cloſely united in Italy, Greece, and 
Syria, then, as they are at this time in England; 
and therefore in preaching againſt idolatry, the Apoſtles 
muſt as neceſſarily clath with the civil governments as 

Luther did in Germany, or George Fox in England, 
when the former preached againſt indulgencies, and the 
latter againſt tythes: and I ſuppoſe it was a foreſight of Þþ 
this which made Chriſt ſo repeatedly tell his diſciples, 

that they ſhould be brought before Kings and Rulers, 
as witneſſes againſt their pride, oppreſſion, covetouſneſs, 
idolatry, &c. of which he warned them that they might 
=» 1 5 5 be 
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be prepared for it, and not be ſhaken, as by ſoniething 
ſtrange or unexpected. X Hin 


With reſpe& to the particular conduct of Wu and 
Rulers among Chriſtians, Chriſt gives us a plain rule and 
example, as Moſes, Samuel, an other prophets had for- 
merly done for the Jewiſb Kings.” When 2 ſhall de- 
termine to ele a. King over you, ſays Moſes, ye ſnall 
in any Wiſe ſet up him whom the Lord your God ſhall 

chuſe, that is, a bold, juſt, wiſe, good, humble man! 
and he ſhall not be a fereigner, but one of thy brethren. 
Further, when elected he ſhall not keep many horſes 
[which devour the land] neither fhall he have man 
wives; nor poſſeſs much gold and ſilver. And he ſhall 
write him a copy of this law---that he may keep and 
read it---that his heart be not lifted up above his 
brethren, [whether rich or poor] but adminiſter juſtice 
impartially. Deut. 17, 14, 20.---At the concluſion of 

- Samuel's adminiſtration or government, we find him 
appealing to his conduct (which is ſtronger than race 
in this manner, whom have I defrauded ? whom have 
oppreſſed? or of whom have I received any bribe? and 
the people anfwered, thou haſt not defrauded nor op- 
preſſed us, neither haſt thou taken ought of any man's 

| hand. 1 Sam. 22. 3---5s Again, we find David ſpeak- 

ing thus, The God of Iſrael ſaid to me---he that ruleth 

-] .- over men muſt be juſt, ruling in the fear [obedience] 

of God. 2 Sam. 23. 3. Again, Prov. 31. 1---9. It is 

not for Kings to drink wine, or Princes ſtrong drink, 

Ieſt they drink and forget the law, and pervert th 
* ment of [ delay, CT. refuſe to hear or righten | any 
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but were bound by a law given for their own particular 
conduct, as Well as by the general laws (whether moral 
of ceremonial) which were indiſcriminately binding 


upon the whole nation, Kings as well as Subjects; and in 


caſes of diſobedience, we find that God not only puniſh- 
ed them by plague and famine, or by bringing the ſwords 
of the neighbouring nations upon them, but He fome-' 
times raiſed up even their own. ſubjetts and ſervants to 
chaſtiſe them; as in the caſes of Jehu, and ſeroboàam: 
no doubt, both theſe men were convinced in their 
confciences of the departure of their ſovereigns from the 
law of God, and did not act from a b{:nd impulſe. | 
If we examine the mew teſtament, we ſhall there, 

alſo, find a rule or law far chriſtian Kings and Rulers.--- 
Ye know {ſays Chriſt to his Apoſtles) that the Kings 
and Princes of the gentiles exerciſe dominion over themz. 
[exact ſervice, duties, cuſtoms, homage, &c.] but among, 
you it ſhall not be ſo, but whoſoever will be great | a 
King, ſenator, bithop, elder, &c.] among you, let Bum 
be your miniſter : and whoſoever will be chief among you, 
let him be your Servant. EVEN AS I came not to 
be ſerved, | waited on, or worked for by others, ] but 
to ſerve ; and to fpend my life for the good oft others. 
Matt. 20. 25.-28. Luke 22. 25.-29. —Now I. Mok 


8 


upon the words AM ONG YOU to ſignify the whole 
of any collected body of rea! chriſtians, whether the 

community conſiſt of 12, or of 12000, or of 12000000, 
&c. And tho' a King ſhould be perfuaded that many 

_ of his ſubjects are not real chriſtians, but on the contrary 

very wicked, that is not a reaſon why he (being a 

Fl riſtian him/e/f) ſhould take from them (and much leſs 

© from the good) a revenue to ſpend in grandeur, pleafure, 
and luxury, &c. No doubt, God and His Chrift fore- 

knew that there wou'd one day be nations and Kings of 

chriſtians (I mean'profe//ing chriſtians) yet we find no 

other law in the goſpel for their conduct, than the words. 
of Chriſt quoted above. No mention made about grand 


1 How conſta itly do we find that the folly or wickedneſs 
of their Kings, Judges, or Prieſts brought a ſnare and a rod 


* upon the nation !—and do not the Britiſh government a 
1 this time fecm to pity and lament the prefent ſtate of the 


| * French nation upon the ſame account, bid governors ?—bur, 
ii we talk of fearching out, or reforming abuics at home, 
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eiaficttion—ſcdition— rebellion—eranipo'tation!—but it is 
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palaces and thrones, ornamented temples, great riches, c. 


as was to Solomon under the mofaic diſpenſation : nd; 


" theſe are among gthe things which the Son of Gd 


took out of the way, and nail d to his croſs; and the com- 
mand by Paul, Ns women adorn {or rather clothe) 


themſelves in madeſt apparel, with ſhamefacedneſs and 


ſobriety, and NOT with broidered For fibbon'd, curl'd, 
powdered, ] hair, or gold, or jewels, belongs to the 


wife of a Gentleman, Lord, or King, as well as to 


the wife of the meaneſt mechanic. What is it but the 
demands of pride, luxury, pleaſure, idleneſs and eovetouſ- 


neſs, &c. that fills the world with wars, rapine, blood» 
ſhed, famine, groans, and curſes! (James 4. 1.) and 
turns the garden of Eden into a howling wilderneſs ? 

juſtly therefore is the law of Chriſt call'd good news, even 


with reſpect to its influence in aboliſhing 1 + 


theſe works of darkneſs, and thus producing tempora 
happinefs, and peace upon earth; though certainly the 
goſpel witneſs of regeneration and immortality, as far 
exceeds any earthly happineſs, as the whole world does a 
grain of duſt, or x Newton, an infe&t, * 
When Paul fays (Romans 13. 1. 7.) „let | 
be ſubject to the higher powers, it is evident he muſt be 
_ underſtood with a reſervation of our firſt ſubjection or 


obedience to God; or elſe he wou'd condemn the 
practice of all the prophiets and preachers both of the old 
and new teſtaments, and his own among the reſt. In 
the above words I underſtand the Apoſtle to mean, firſt, 


that incaſe of religious perſecution, private chriſtians 
ought not to riſe up in arms againſt the higher powers, 
(i. e. the government, whether it be a e an 

riftocracy, a Democtacy, or a mixture of all.) --- 
But either to flee, or elſe patiently ſuffer ; Den 
their cauſe to God: and ſecondly, that we ought to yield 
poſitive and faithful obedience to every ordinance of Man 
(as Peter words it) Vor the Lord's ſake : that is, to every 


7 law. But from the ſcope of the whole paſſage, 2.-7. 1 
am incl in'd to think that it was wrote at a time when 


, 


4 
oY 


. 


* 
4 


— 
* 


* 
1 


t every fool” 


7 


* 
9 


: 


"I 
5 


* 


* 
£ 
— 
* 
* 


the Roinan government was equitable and good; for the 
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+ This kingdom, I am perſuaded, would well maintain 
inhabitants, if ſuperfluities were aba. 


- TEN times its: preſent 


liſhed, and the land and its produce properly cultivated aud“, 
made uſe of. | „ „ 
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had ſeveral ſuch ſeaſons during the reigns of the Empe- 


rors, & even Nero himſelf was a good Prince for ſome years 


in the beginning of his ſupremacy; perhaps therefore. it. 


wou d not be wrong to read the 3Fd verſe thus,**for our pre- 


ſent ſor, good] rulers are not a terror, &c. no doubt, our 
tran 


nflators have many times ſupplied. words of as much, 
or greater importance. We certainly. can't believe: 


that a perſecuting Domitian, Louis, or: Mary would.. 


praiſe or protect them whom they were putting to death 
for what the called rebellion. or hereſy : neither can 
we believe that all the governments or higher power's, 


that are now, or ever were upon earth, are in fuch-fenſe 


the ordinance or will of God, as that every real chriſ- 
tian ſubjef ought to yield either active or paſſive obe- 


dience to them. The Scriptures abound with ſayings 


& hard to be underſtood,”” and with parabolical ex- 


preſſions and dark ſentences which if literally or un. 


= and how! for the miſeries that ſhall come upon . 
Max we not as juſtly apply theſe and ſimilar paſſages 
td fung rich men, as to private ones? yea, I belicve 


apacity renders them anſwerable for a great 
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ich they ſuffer-privatc opprefſers to:pradtices 


limitedly taken, would contradict other plain parts of 
Scripture, as well as reaſon and experience. In the 
above ſenſe l underſtand that ſaying of Chriſt, Matt. 26. 

2» as meaning that all ſhould be. cut off who would 


Sbflinatcly fight in his defence at that time. Tous, 


fays Paul, there is but one Supreme, the Father; and 


IN one Lord, or Lawgiver, Jeſus Chriſt to be obeyed before 
there z] and in another place he tells us that his 
” contention was with Princes, Rulers, and chief P rieſts. 


1 Cor. 8. 6. and Eph. 6. 12. and therefore he cannot be 


"ſuppoſed to command obedience to all governments, in. , 


the utmoſt extent of the words. 
"Though all rich men are not kings and fenators,, 
yet there are few or none of the latter but what are 


rich men; therefore. when James ſays, do not rieh 


men oppreſs you and draw you before the judgment 
ſcats, &. and again, £0 to now ye rich men, weep-. 
hat ſhall come upon you,&c.. 


Plot on J E = q ö .- "EN J. E283 T 3 1 , 22 * * 
| the application. is doubly due to the former; becauſe 
| they are not only chargeable with their own particular 


« 


act of injuſtice and oppreſſion; but alſo their public 
Srabof that” 
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Ihe truth is, that in this country, at this time, due 


„ 1780 of the community is ruined by riches and uſeleſs 
= - learning, and another part of it by poverty and igno- 
tance ;---the former is deſtroyed by pleaſure, luxury, 

pride, idleneſs, covetouſneſs and vanity ; and the latter 

Py ſorrow, hard-labour, oppreſſion, and want of mental 

and bodily neceſſaries: and the third, or middle claſs, is 

baſtily falling off to one or the other of the two firſt 
mentioned; both which are alike contrary to tfuth and 
righteouſneſs, and the general good and happineſs of the 

S eee the Kingdom of God inſtead of in- 


creaſing, flouriſhing, and gaining ground ane, "Us, is. 


continually DECAYING ! and what peace 
anſwer'd Joram) is to be expected or defired in fuch a 
lituation ? If a ruler Fearken to lies, ſays Solomon, 
all his ſervants will 'be wicked“ and therefore when we 
| ſee whoredom and gameing, &. winked at and encoura- 
ged among the great fron) political motives, 'it hight 
\ becomes evety ofic that truly fears God publichy fo ehals 
and proteſt againſi ſuch politic. | Ig 


We find thit the Apoſtle Paul did not think it con- 


trary to the ſpirit of truth and chriſtianity, to claim the 


as Jeſu 


privileges belonging to him as a citizen of Rome; ane 


dy the Britiſh Coriſtitution the Commons of this Kingdom 


have a right to elect (annually I believe) from among 
- "themſelves Repreſentatives to make laws; (as one of the 


Eſtates of tre Realm) and to allow what money they 


think neceſſary for the ſupport of the executive part 9 


the government: now how can they properly exerciſe 


this right without conſidering the fate of the nation, as 


they delegate, or may already have delegated ?/ 


into the Repreſentation, by the mean ambition of proud, 


Buell as the chatacter and principles of them whom 


wie know that many abuſes have by degrees crept 


covetous, oppreſſive inen; and alſo that political con- 
verſation is much abuſed by many, whoſe chief aim in 


; | talking or reading is to gratify their affection for novelt _ 5 
* and curioſity, & c. but if the partial abuſe of a thing wass 
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always a ſufficient reaſon for the total abolition of it, 


ET. 
- 


bade had the courage to loſe the preſent for the future, 
igs that are ſeen, for things that are not ſeen,--- 
= tcmporary exiſtence, for immortality : and the hope of 
Ez even av SUCH-FREEMEN from the claſs of Law- 
= makers,-ſcems to me a matter of great importance, 
I Tam perſuaded that if ſerious, upright men did pro- 
perly reflect upon the conſequences of the determinations 
== and actions of government, then inſtead of forbidding 
= fcmonſtrances to rulers, they would ſay, wou'd God that 
ibe Lord's people were prophets or preachers to them, and 
eie wou'd pour out His ſpirit upon them for that purpoſe. 
We know that Kings, Counſellors, and Parliaments 
care ly men,--always fallible,--often miſtaken,--ſome- 


wo ow : 


- Times very fooliſh and wicked. 


= Suppoſe a government reſolves for war,---whether it 


* 


from miſin formation, -- from miſtaken notions of 
right and wrong ;---or from downright proud, covetous, 
© cruel principles, —in either caſe the conſequences are as 
= burdenſome and fatal to the ſubject, as if the war was 
Tut and unavoidable :---and who can trace out all the 
= horrid effects of war !---the curſing, ſwearing, lying, 
= Mealing, robbing, fornications, rapes, famine, burnings, 
fſtarvings, orphans, widows, maimings, murders, .&c !--- 
= andis it no part of the buſineſs of a e ee 3 
fubject of the King of rigbiebuſugſs and Prince of peace, to 
examine whether a war is really juſt and 25 and 
aud if not, to uſe his utmoſt endeavours to prevent, or 
put a ſtop to it? Again, ſuppoſe a government is given 
= to pleaſure, idleneſs, or covetoyſnefs, (all haye the ſame 
bad confquences to the ſubject) who can properly dif- 
play the burdens which theſe evi paſſions lay upon tle of | 
poor !---hard-labour, ignorance, drunkenneſs, poverty, , 
hunger, nakedoeſs, cold, neglect of inſtruction, ſicknels, 
vdirimes, impriſonments, immature deaths, tranſportati- 
ons, hangings, &c. and is it no part of the duty of one 

= who wiſhes to turn many to righteouſneſs, to endeavour to 
= bring the people out of ſuch Egyptian ſlavery, and to ftop 
ecke and influence of ſuch corrupt examples? 
wu the poor may have time and means and a heart 1o| 7? 
= Jean the chings which. belong to their everlaſting peace, , 
ETL -  isAbewilganu prayer of 8 
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